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Postmortem radiography is well-established in pediatric med-
ico–legal death investigation, but several barriers impede the
incorporation of advanced imaging:

1 Perception. The perceived lack of access to advanced
imaging is exaggerated, especially in the United States,
where CT and MR are ubiquitous. Many scanners sit idle
during evening and overnight hours; if staff were made
available through the night, several more scans could be
performed without inconveniencing patients or changing
waiting times. Access merely requires forensic practi-
tioners to reach out to their local radiology counterparts
(or vice versa).

2 Habit. Many processes in medico–legal death investiga-
tion in the United States are not evidence-based; rather
they proceed according to individual training or because
“that is how it’s always been done.” Even if uniform
guidelines were established, they would be difficult to
enforce if practitioners resisted changing their habits.

3 Comfort. Forensic practitioners train and practice without
advanced imaging. Embracing advanced imaging requires
leaving one’s comfort zone, relinquishing some level of
control and placing trust in new modalities and new
colleagues.
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