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                    Abstract
Background
Antiepileptic drugs decrease the intensity of the effect of neuromuscular blocking agents. The objective of this study was to evaluate the influence of chronic phenytoin therapy (CPT) on the pharmacokinetics (PK) and pharmacodynamics (PD) of rocuronium.
Methods
A total of 21 patients undergoing intracranial surgery were enrolled in the study. Ten of these were under CPT. Rocuronium was administered intravenously. Arterial blood samples were drawn, and the T1% (percentage change from the response to the supramaximal stimulus) derived from electromyogram was continuously recorded. NONMEM software was used to construct, evaluate and validate the PKPD models.
Results
The PKPD of rocuronium was described using a three-compartment PK model and effect compartment model. The CPT therapy was found to increase the total plasma clearance from 0.26 to 0.75 L min−1. The PD model parameter estimates were ke0= 0.073 min−1, IC50 (the steady-state plasma concentration eliciting half of the maximum response) = 836 ng mL−1 and γ = 3.13.
Conclusions:
Chronic phenytoin therapy increases the clearance of rocuronium from 0.26 to 0.75 L min−1 but has no effect on the ke0, IC50 or γ parameters.
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