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                    Abstract
Very few studies on bone mineral density and bone metabolism in Duchenne muscular dystrophy (DMD) have been reported. DMD is a severe, progressive muscular disease resulting in death at a young age. No specific therapies are available, but corticosteroids induce improvement and slower progression of the disease. However, long-term steroid therapy is a serious risk factor for osteoporosis. This study was aimed at evaluating bone mineral density and calciotropic hormones in a group of children affected by DMD, with or without steroid therapy. Bone mineral density was measured by DXA scan on lumbar spine and total body. Evaluation of calcium, phosphorus, bone turnover markers and calciotropic hormones was performed. Thirty-two children affected by DMD were studied: twenty-two on long-term prednisone therapy, ten not taking corticosteroids. Bone mineral density was lower than normal for age in all patients, and even lower in the group of steroid-treated children. Trunk and lower limb bone mineral densities were more reduced than upper limb mineral density, especially in the steroid-treated subjects. A marked reduction in spine bone mineral density, hypocalciuria, low 25-hydroxyvitamin D levels, and increased bone turnover markers were observed, and even these especially in the steroid-treated group. In conclusion, decreased bone mineral density and derangement of calcium metabolism were present in DMD patients, and were worsening during corticosteroid therapy. It is thus recommended that bone and mineral metabolism be carefully evaluated in patients with DMD, so that appropriate measures could be taken, especially now that chronic corticosteroid therapy is frequently given.
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