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                    Abstract

                Background This study examined characteristics of fatigue in individuals with chronic fatigue from a community-based study. Most studies of chronic fatigue have been based on patients recruited from primary or tertiary care settings. Samples such as these might not be representative of patients within the general population. The purpose of this study was to determine the factor structure of participants' symptoms in a random community sample of individuals with chronic fatigue. Method A random sample of 18,675 respondents in Chicago received a brief telephone questionnaire designed to identify individuals with chronic fatigue. A group of 780 (4.2 %) with chronic fatigue received further interview via telephone questionnaire involving characteristics of their fatigue. The analyses for this study were based on those people identified with having chronic fatigue. A factor analysis was conducted on responses to questionnaire items, and a four-factor solution emerged. Mean factor scores were derived and analyzed in relation to sociodemographic characteristics and sample subgroups. Results The four factors were labeled: Lack of Energy, Physical Exertion, Cognitive Functioning, and Fatigue and Rest. Conclusions Results indicated that individuals with chronic fatigue have symptoms that can be differentiated into theoretically distinct factors.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    
Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Department of Psychology, DePaul University, 2219 N. Kenmore Ave., Chicago, IL 60614, USA, Tel.: +1-7 73/3 25-20 18, Fax: +1-7 73/3 25-78 88, E-Mail: ljason@wppost.depaul.edu, US
Leonard A. Jason, Renee R. Taylor & Cara L. Kennedy

	University of Illinois at Chicago, US
Karen Jordan

	Northwestern University, XX
Cheng-Fang Huang

	DePaul University, XX
Susan Torres-Harding, Sharon Song & Danielle Johnson


Authors	Leonard A. JasonView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Renee R. TaylorView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Cara L. KennedyView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Karen JordanView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Cheng-Fang HuangView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Susan Torres-HardingView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Sharon SongView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Danielle JohnsonView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar







Additional information
Accepted: 12 November 2001


Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Jason, L., Taylor, R., Kennedy, C. et al. A factor analysis of chronic fatigue symptoms in a community-based sample.
                    Soc Psychiatry Psychiatr Epidemiol 37, 183–189 (2002). https://doi.org/10.1007/s001270200013
Download citation
	Published: 18 March 2014

	Issue Date: April 2002

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s001270200013


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


	Key words Chronic fatigue – symptoms – factor analysis








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					54.196.213.194
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    