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                    Abstract
Numerous isolates of both subspecies ofStaphylococcus cohnii were found in the environment of the intensive-care unit of a pediatric hospital. These isolates carried in their cells many plasmids, up to fourteen, of a wide range of sizes (<2 to >56 kb). Striking was the occurrence of large plasmids not very common in staphylococci. These were present in >80 % ofS. cohnii isolates. Fifty-two different plasmid profiles were found in 79 investigated isolates belonging toS. cohnii ssp.cohnii andS. cohnii ssp.urealyticus. Isolates similar in plasmid profiles were grouped in antibiotic-resistance clusters established for 9 antibiotics (gentamicin, ciprofloxacin, clindamycin, erythromycin, tetracycline, chloramphenicol, mupirocin, trimethoprim-sulfamethoxazole, vancomycin) using the method of unweighted pair group mathematical averages (UPGMA). Many isolates were multiresistant to antibiotics and produced bacteriocins.
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