
        
    
        
            
            
                
            

            
        
    

        
    
        
            
            
                
            

            
        
    


        
    




        

        
    Skip to main content

    

    
    
        
            
                
                    
                        [image: SpringerLink]
                    
                
            
        


        
            
                
    
        Log in
    


            
        
    


    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                        Menu
                    
                


                
                    
                        
                            Find a journal
                        
                    
                        
                            Publish with us
                        
                    
                        
                            Track your research
                        
                    
                


                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                Search
                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
 
  
   
  Cart
 


                    
                

            

        
    




    
        
    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            	
                        Home




	
                        Archives of Computational Methods in Engineering

	
                        Article

Origins, milestones and directions of the finite element method— A personal view


                    	
                            Published: March 1995
                        


                    	
                            Volume 2, pages 1–48, (1995)
                        
	
                            Cite this article
                        



                    
                        
                        
                    

                
                
                    
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                [image: ]
                            
                            Archives of Computational Methods in Engineering
                        
                        
                            
                                Aims and scope
                                
                            
                        
                        
                            
                                Submit manuscript
                                
                            
                        
                    
                

            
        
    


        
            
                

                

                
                    
                        	O. C. Zienkiewicz1 


                        
    

                        
                            	
            
                
            408 Accesses

        
	
            
                
            18 Citations

        
	
            Explore all metrics 
                
            

        


                        

                        
    
    

    
    


                        
                    
                


                
                    Summary
The article traces the important steps of the development of the finite element method from its origins in aircraft structural engineering to the present day, where it provides the essential tool for solution of a great variety of problems in engineering and physics. The emphasis and the choice of the “landmarks” stresses the aspects which are general and essentially of mathematical nature applicable to a wide range of situations. For this reason no mention is made of perhaps equally important developments to new application fields such as metal forming, electromagnetics, geomechanics etc.
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