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OBITUARY NOTICE 

The  closely-knit  fami ly  of  ma thema t i ca l  biologists a t  Chicago has  suffered wi th in  less 
t h a n  a year  and  a ha l f  two severe  losses .  I n  J u l y  1965 i t  was the  t ragic dea th  of  Ha ro ld  A. 
Whi te ,  a young  bri l l iant  scientist  and a m a n  of courage,  impeccable  in tegr i ty  and  
unyie lding principles. I n  December  1966 i t  was the  dea th  of  H y m a n  Garshin  Landau ,  a 
ma tu re  scientist  in the  pr ime of  his life, a ve t e r an  of  ma thema t i ca l  biology, and  also a 
m a n  of  courage,  impeccable  in tegr i ty  and  unyie lding principles. 

H y m a n  G. L a n d a u  was born  in Chmelnik,  Poland,  on December  18, 1909. H e  was 
b rough t  to  t he  U n i t e d  Sta tes  as a small  child and was a na tura l ized  U n i t e d  Sta tes  citizen. 
H e  received his B.S.  degree in Mathemat ics  f rom the  Carnegie In s t i t u t e  of  Technology  in 
J u n e  1932, and  his M.S. degree f rom the  same ins t i tu t ion  in J u n e  1935. Af te r  a yea r  of  
s tudy  a t  P r ince ton  Un ive r s i t y  (1935-1936), he r e tu rned  to  P i t t sbu rgh  to  receive in J u n e  
1946 his Ph .D.  degree in ma thema t i c s  f rom the  Un ive r s i t y  of  P i t t sburgh .  

F r o m  then  on he worked  a t  the  Coal Research  Labora to ry  of  the  Carnegie In s t i t u t e  of  
Technology ; as a s ta t i s t i t i an  in the  W a r  D e p a r t m e n t  in Washington ,  D.C. ; as a ma the -  
ma t i c i an  a t  the  Ballistics Research  Labora to ry ,  Aberdeen  P rov ing  Grounds ;  and  also 
was par t - t ime  Lec ture r  in Mathemat ics  a t  the  Un ive r s i t y  of  Delaware.  H e  also was a 
consu l tan t  to  the  West inghouse  Elect r ic  Corporat ion and the  General  Elec t r ic  Company.  

I n  1949 he  jo ined the  s taff  of  the  Commi t t ee  on Mathemat ica l  Biology of  t he  Un ive r s i t y  
of  Chicago, as Research  Associate wi th  r ank  of  Ass is tant  Professor.  There ,  v e r y  soon all 
of  us real ized t h a t  in h im we had  more  t h a n  mere ly  a new associate : we had  a new friend, 
a new m e m b e r  of  our  family.  Due  to  his wide experience in appl ied ma themat i c s ,  he  has  
m a d e  va luab le  contr ibut ions  to m a n y  different fields, as exemplif ied b y  his numerous  
scientific papers .  B u t  his field of  predi lect ion was ma thema t i ca l  biology. The  readers  
of  th is  J o u r n a l  are  famil iar  wi th  his work  on such diverse problems as some theore t ica l  
aspects  of  radiobiology,  imi ta t ive  effects in social behavior ,  dominance  re la t ion and  the  
s t ruc tu re  of  animal  societies, r andom nets,  ageing, contagion and  spread of  informat ion,  
and  theory  of  task-or iented  groups. 

All  his associates and s tudents  marve led  a t  his abi l i ty  to  solve ana ly t ica l ly  problems 
t h a t  baffled others.  I n  addi t ion  to  his own research, he  was a lways r eady  to  help his 
associates and  s tudents  wi th  the i r  work.  W i t h  a ret icence,  verging on shyness,  he  spoke 
l i t t le  ; b u t  when  he spoke e i ther  a t  seminars  or  in p r iva te  discussions, eve ry  word  of  his 
was wor th  hear ing and  being given careful  a t t en t ion .  

I n  addi t ion  to his ach ievements  as researcher  and teacher ,  one qua l i ty  t h a t  s tood out  in 
H y m a n  L a n d a u  was his phenomena l  sense of  d u t y  and  responsibil i ty.  I n  t he  pol i t ical ly 
da rk  years  of  1953-54, Landau ,  l ike m a n y  other  academic  persons, fell a v i c t im  to  the  
then  wide-spread poli t ical  wi tchhunt ing .  H e  was forced to  leave the  Un ive r s i t y  of  
Chicago on a ra ther  short  notice,  af ter  a great  deal  of  humi l ia t ing  experience.  Anyone  
else would  have  under  s imilar  c i rcumstances  d ropped  his work  and  become more  con- 
cerned abou t  his immedia t e  future .  B u t  no t  H y m a n  Landau .  Un t i l  the  last  day  of  his 
appo in tmen t  a t  Chicago, J u n e  30, 1954, he  was in the  office eve ry  day,  t ak ing  care of  all 
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his students, continuing to help his associates, as well as continuing his own research. 
The latter not being completed by the time he left, he completed it after he left and 
submitted a full report several months later. 

From 1955 to 1962 he was a Research Associate in Mechanical Engineering and a 
Mathematician at  the Heat  and Mass Flow Analyzer Laboratory of the College of 
Engineering at Columbia University. 

I n  1962 the Committee on Mathematical Biology celebrated the return of Landau, first 
as Visiting Associate Professor and later as Research Associate with rank of Associate 
Professor. He resumed his research in Mathematical Biology and the direction of the 
work of graduate students. Every member of the Committee and every student liked 
him and appreciated his work. Only the administration of the University never showed 
sufficient appreciation. 

I n  the morning of November 30, 1966, Landau had a massive cerebral hemorrhage. 
He was taken unconscious to the hospital where he died in the evening of December 2, 
without regaining consciousness. Not only his immediate family, bu t  all members of the 
Committee on Mathematical Biology were waiting almost continuously in an adjoining 
room of the hospital unt i l  the last moment.  

I n  Hyman  Garshin Landau we all lost an outstanding scientist and an outstanding man. 
For the rest of her life his widow will be proud of the memory of her husband, and his four 
children will be proud of the memory of their father. All of us who have been associated 
with him, are proud of this association and will always cherish his memory. 

N. RASHEVSKY 


