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OBITUARY 

Pro~essor Koj i  H i d a k a  

The Society sadly has to report the death of Professor Koji Hidaka at the age of 80 on 

15 August 1984, who was an honorary member and former president of the Society. He was 

actively involved in the foundation and development of the Oceanographical Society of Japan. 

All members of the Society feel a great debt of gratitude to Professor Hidaka. 

Professor Koji Hidaka was born on November 1903 in Miyazaki, and graduated from the 

Department of Physics, Faculty of Science at the Imperial University of Tokyo in 1926. He 

started his oceanographical investigations in 1927 at Kobe Marine Observatory, using the Re- 

search Vessel Shumpu-Maru which had been newly built that year. His new findings on ocean- 

ographical conditions in various seas around Japan were published in journals of the Observatory. 

He devoted himself to establishing sound methodology in oceanographical surveys. One develop- 

ment stemming from his research in those days was "Hidaka 's  formula for correction of revers- 

ing thermometers", which is still widely used today. His academic activities covered a very wide 

range; he participated in surveys of sea ice and made measurements of swells and windwaves 

using stereophotographs. He was very proud of the fact that he spent more than 1,000 days 

at sea on research vessels. 

He developed methods for numerical integration of partial differential equations, which are 

still applied in various fields. Professor Hidaka applied his methods to the solution of problems 

in physical oceanography. He was awarded a Doctor of Science degree from the Imperial Uni- 

versity of Tokyo in 1933 for his studies on oscillations of lakes and seas of various shape and 

on the dynamics of ocean currents. He was awarded the Prize of the Japan Academy in 1934. 

The value of these studies was recognized worldwide and, as the result, oceanographical studies 

in Japan became internationally established. 

The Geophysical Institute of the Faculty of Science, Imperial University of Tokyo was 

established in 1941 and Dr. Hidaka was appointed as professor of physical oceanography of the 

Institute in 1942. He initiated oceanographical studies at the university in conjunction with his 

students. However, their activities were unfortunately interrupted by World W a r  II. After  

the war, Professor Hidaka was able to devote himself enthusiastically to his studies. One of 

the outcomes of his research was the theory of wind driven circulation, which is acknowledged 

as a pioneering work throughout the world. He supervised many excellent students, who are 

now playing important roles in oceanography. 

Professor Hidaka became the president of the Oceanograpical Society of Japan in 1948, 

and served as president for 19 years. He made efforts to develop the Society as well as ocean- 

ography in Japan. Professor Hidaka attended the 6th Pacific Science Congress in 1939 held in 

Berkley, California and was the Japanese representative of the Congress for more than 27 years. 

Through his leadership he promoted the participation of Japanese oceanographers in such inter- 

national organizations as UNESCO, ICSU, SCOR, IOC, and IACOMS, and in international 

projects such as NORPAC, EQUAPAC, IGY, and IIOE. Professor Hidaka visited many foreign 

countries (e.g., U . S . A . ,  Peru, Brazil, Taiwan and Canada) to present seminars and lectures, 
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and through these visits he greatly helped to improve international cooperation. 

Professor Hidaka devoted himself to the establishment of an oceanographical institute in 

Japan with its own research vessels as well as laboratory facilities. Through his efforts and 

those of his colleagues, the Ocean Research Institute, University of Tokyo was established in 

1962, and he was appointed as the first director of the Institute. 

For his distinguished activities in oceanography and international cooperation, Professor 

Hidaka was awarded the Prize of the Oceanographical Society of Japan, and the Medalle Com- 

memorative du Prince Albert de Monaco. He was also appointed as an honorary member of 

the Oceanographical Society of Japan, an honorary lifetime member of the Pacific Science Associa- 

tion, and a member of the Japan Academy. 

Professor Hidaka was known for his respect of courteous manners and decorum and educat- 

ed many youths through various social activities with his wife. He showed enthusiasm for 

science from his high school days, as examplified by an episode in which he managed to buy 

an astronomical telescope by saving the money intended for his lunch for several months. He 

loved music and photography. He also showed great interest in ancient history and visit Rome, 

Greece and the Silk Road. 

The passing away of this great pioneer of oceanography in Japan is very much regretted 

by all who knew him and the Society would like to pass on our sincerest condolences to his 

wife and family. 

Ryuzo Marumo 

President of the Oceanographical Society of Japan 


