
        
    
        
            
            
                
            

            
        
    

        
    
        
            
            
                
            

            
        
    


        
    




        

        
    Skip to main content

    

    
    
        
            
                
                    
                        [image: SpringerLink]
                    
                
            
        


        
            
                
    
        Log in
    


            
        
    


    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                        Menu
                    
                


                
                    
                        
                            Find a journal
                        
                    
                        
                            Publish with us
                        
                    
                        
                            Track your research
                        
                    
                


                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                Search
                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
 
  
   
  Cart
 


                    
                

            

        
    




    
        
    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            	
                        Home




	
                        European Journal of Nuclear Medicine

	
                        Article

Prediction of remission in Graves' disease treated with long-term carbimazole therapy: Evaluation of technetium-99m thyroid uptake and TSH concentrations as prognostic indicators


                    	Original article
	
                            Published: February 1996
                        


                    	
                            Volume 23, pages 118–122, (1996)
                        
	
                            Cite this article
                        



                    
                        
                        
                    

                
                
                    
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                [image: ]
                            
                            European Journal of Nuclear Medicine
                        
                        
                            
                                Aims and scope
                                
                            
                        
                        
                            
                                Submit manuscript
                                
                            
                        
                    
                

            
        
    


        
            
                

                

                
                    
                        	Rajeev Prakash1 


                        
    

                        
                            	
            
                
            85 Accesses

        
	
            
                
            11 Citations

        
	
            Explore all metrics 
                
            

        


                        

                        
    
    

    
    


                        
                    
                


                
                    Abstract
Computerized technetium-99m thyroid uptake and thyrotropin (TSH) estimation using a sensitive immunoradiometric assay were performed at presentation and following completion of an 18-month course of antithyroid drug therapy in 45 patients with Graves' disease. All patients had increased99mTc thyroid uptake and subnormal TSH levels before the start of treatment. Twenty-two patients developed recurrent hyperthyroidism in a 3-year follow-up period. Of these 22 patients with relapse, 20 had had a persistently increased99mTc thyroid uptake at the end of the course of carbimazole treatment, whereas TSH had remained subnormal in 18 of the 22. All 23 patients who remained in remission until the end of the 3-year follow-up had had normal99mTc thyroid uptake following completion of antithyroid drug treatment. TSH levels had reverted to normal in 19 cases, but remained subnormal in four cases in this group at the end of treatment. The results suggest a high likelihood of relapse in patients who have persistently increased99mTc thyroid uptake and subnormal TSH after a full course of carbimazole treatment. Patients whose99mTc thyroid uptake and TSH levels have reverted to normal are likely to stay in long-term remission. Assessment of99mTc thyroid uptake and TSH levels following completion of carbimazole therapy for Graves' disease offers useful information regarding long-term prognosis.
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