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                    Abstract
Siblings of children with mental retardation may be at greater risk for adjustment problems because of family stress related to the needs of the child with mental retardation. Family dimensions were investigated to determine their relationship to sibling adjustment. Adjustment of 12 siblings of children with mental retardation was examined in relationship to family dimensions. These relationships were compared to those for children from families without a disabled child. For both groups, self concept was positively associated with family cohesion, and social competence was positively associated with family promotion of independence. For only the siblings of the mentally retarded children, family conflict was inversely related to social competence, and family organization was positively related to sibling self concept. Our results suggest that family conflict and disorganization appear to have a more negative effect in families with a child with mental retardation.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Sibling Adjustment and Sibling Relationships Associated with Clusters of Needs in Children with Autism: A Novel Methodological Approach
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         13 January 2021
                                    

                                

                                Louise Rixon, Richard P. Hastings, … Tom Bailey

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Sibling Relationships and Family Functioning in Siblings of Early Adolescents, Adolescents and Young Adults with Autism Spectrum Disorder
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         07 November 2017
                                    

                                

                                Fiorenzo Laghi, Antonia Lonigro, … Roberto Baiocco

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Why Can’t I Be More Like My Brother? The Role and Correlates of Sibling Social Comparison Orientation
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         25 July 2015
                                    

                                

                                Alexander C. Jensen, Amanda M. Pond & Laura M. Padilla-Walker

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    References
	Achenbach, T., & Edelbrock, C. (1983).Manual for the Child Behavior Checklist and Revised Child Behavior Profile. Burlington, VT: Queen City Printers.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Beavers, J., Hampson, R., Hulgus, Y., & Beavers W. (1986). Coping in families with a retarded child.Family Process, 25 365–378.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Berg-Cross, L., Kidd, F., & Carr, P. (1990). Cohesion, affect and self-disclosure in African-American adolescent families.Family Psychology, 4 235–250.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Boss, P. (1988).Family Stress Management. Newbury Park, CA: Sage Publications.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Boss, P., Sussman, M., & Steinmetz, S. (Eds.), (1987).Handbook of marriage and the family. New York: Plenum Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Cohen, P. C. (1962). The impact of the handicapped child on the family.Social Casework, 43 137–142.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Crnic, K. A., Friedrick, W. N., & Greenberg, M. T. (1983). Adaptation of families with mentally retarded children: A model of stress coping and family ecology.American Journal of Mental Deficiency, 88 125–138.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Drotar, D., & Crawford, P. (1985). Psychological adaption of siblings of chronically ill children: Research and practice implications.Journal of Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics, 6 355–362.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Dunn, J. (1985).Sisters and brothers. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Dunn, J., & Plomin, R. (1991). Why are siblings so different? The significance of differences in sibling experiences within the family.Family Process, 30 271–283.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Dyson, L., Edgar, E., & Crnic, K. (1989). Psychological predictors of adjustment by siblings of developmentally disabled children.American Journal of Mental Retardation, 94 292–302.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Frey, K., Greenberg, M., & Fewell, R. (1989). Stress and coping among parents of handicapped children: A multidimensional approach.American Journal of Mental Retardation, 94 240–249.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Gallagher, J. J., Bechman, P., & Cross, A. H. (1983). Families of handicapped children: Sources of stress and its amelioration.Exceptional Child, 50 10–19.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Gath, A. (1974). Sibling's reaction to mental handicap: A comparison of brothers and sisters of mongol children.Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry, 15 187–198.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Gath, A., & Gumley, D. (1987). Retarded children and their siblings.Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry, 28 715–730.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Hamlett, K., Pellegrim, D., & Katz, K. (1992). Childhood chronic illness as a family stressor.Journal of Pediatric Psychology, 17 33–47.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kroneberger, W., & Thompson, R. (1992). Psychological adaptation of mothers of children with Spina Bifida: Association with dimensions of social relationships.Journal of Pediatric Psychology, 17 1–14.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Lynch, D., Funk, J., & Fay, L. (1987). Helping the family with a chronically ill child.American Family Physician, 36 214–220.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	McGuire, D., & Tolan, P. (1988). Clinical interventions with large family systems: Balancing interests through siblings. In M. Kahn & K. Lewis, (Eds.),Siblings in therapy (pp. 115–134). New York: W. W. Norton & Co.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Mink, J. T., & Nihira, K. (1987). Direction of effects: Family life styles and behavior of TMR children.American Journal of Mental Deficiency, 92 57–64.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Minnes, P. M. (1988). Family resources and stress associated with having a mentally retarded child.American Journal of Mental Retardation, 93 184–192.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Moos, R., & Moos, B. (1986).Family Environment Scale Manual. Palo Alto, CA: Consulting Psychologists Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Piers, E. (1969).Manual for the Piers-Harris Children's Self Concept Scale (The Way I Feel About Myself). Nashville, TN: Counselor Recordings and Tests.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Pino, C., Simons, N., & Slawinowsky, M. (1984).Manual for the Children's Version of the Family Environment Scale. East Aurora, NY: Slosson.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Seligman, M. (1988). Psychotherapy with siblings of disabled children. In M. Kahn, & K. Lewis (Eds.),Siblings in therapy (pp. 167–189). New York: W. W. Norton & Co.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Stoneman, Z., Brody, G., Davis, C., & Crapps, J. (1988). Childcare responsibilities, peer relations and sibling conflict: Older siblings of mentally retarded children.American Journal of Mental Retardation, 93 174–183.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Warner, W., Meeker, M., & Eels, K. (1960).Social class in America. New York: Harper & Row.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wilson, J., Blocher, J., & Baker, B. (1989). Siblings of children with severe handicaps.Mental Retardation, 27 167–173.

                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Department of Pediatrics, Division of Developmental & Behavioral Pediatrics, Medical College of Ohio, USA
Lorraine Fay M.D. (Assistant Professor) & Jeanne Funk Ph.D. (Associate Professor)

	Department of Family Medicine, Medical College of Ohio, P.O. Box 10008, 43699-0008, Toledo, Ohio
Denis J. Lynch Ph.D. (Associate Professor) & Rollin Nagel M.A. (Research Assistant)


Authors	Denis J. Lynch Ph.D.View author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Lorraine Fay M.D.View author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Jeanne Funk Ph.D.View author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Rollin Nagel M.A.View author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar







Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Lynch, D.J., Fay, L., Funk, J. et al. Siblings of children with mental retardation: Family characteristics and adjustment.
                    J Child Fam Stud 2, 87–96 (1993). https://doi.org/10.1007/BF01350645
Download citation
	Issue Date: June 1993

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/BF01350645


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Key words
	siblings
	retardation
	adjustment
	family
	conflict








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					34.237.2.137
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    