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This study looked at professional orientation from two perspectives—the individual and the early childhood center. The sample included 831 child care workers representing 85 center-based programs in 20 states. The results of the data analysis revealed that there were statistically significant differences in the level of professional orientation of early childhood workers that corresponded to their role in the organizational hierarchy. It was also found that centers differed in their degree of professional orientation and that these differences were related to center size, legal structure, and program type. The profile of early childhood workers that emerged from this study extends our understanding of the professional attitudes and behaviors that characterize individuals who hold different positions in the center. It also provides clear evidence of the structural components of programs that correspond to differential levels of professional orientation.
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