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                    Abstract
The euphausiids consumed by cod (Gadus morhua Linnaeus, 1758) taken in November 1983 and February–March 1984 on feeding grounds in the subarctic shelf area north-west, north-east, and south-east of Iceland have been examined. A total of 2 714 euphausiids occurred in the 1 029 stomachs with food which were analysed; of these 1 640 (60%) could be identified to species. Thysanoëssa inermis (Krøyer, 1846) and Meganyctiphanes norvegica (M. Sars, 1857) were most numerous, constituting 58 and 40%, respectively, of the euphausiids which could be identified. The other euphausiids were, in declining numbers of abundance, T. raschii (M. Sars, 1864), T. longicaudata (Krøyer, 1846), and Nematoscelis megalops G. O. Sars, 1883. The mean number of euphausiids occurring per stomach showed considerable variation between both sampling areas and time of sampling. In each area, the mean number of M. norvegica occurring per stomach was similar at both sampling times, while for T. inermis it was greater in February–March than in November. The mean number of euphausiids occurring per stomach increased with increasing size of cod, being 1 to 2 and 4 to 6 in 10 to 30 cm and 50 to 70 cm cod, respectively. An examination of the diel variation in the occurrence of the euphausiids in the stomachs indicated two peaks, one in the morning before sunrise and another in the evening around and after sunset.
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