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   Definition

   
    Anthropogenic impacts in this volume refer to the adverse effects of human activities on estuarine environments.

   

  

 
 
  
   Introduction

   
    Estuaries rank among the most heavily impacted aquatic ecosystems on earth, being affected by a wide array of anthropogenic activities both in adjoining coastal watersheds and in the water bodies themselves (Kennish, 2002). Most of these activities can be linked to ongoing rapid human population growth and development of the coastal zone. For example, about four billion people live within 60 km of the world’s coastlines (Kennish, 2002; Kennish et al., 2008). In the USA, more than 125 million people now reside in coastal counties nationwide. People inhabiting low-lying coastal areas are more vulnerable to sea-level rise, coastal storms and storm surges, inundation and flooding, and other coastal hazards.

    While many people simply prefer to live near the ocean, others inhabit the coastal zone for economic opportunity involving tourism, recreational and...
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