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                    Abstract
The 1959 Antarctic Treaty1 made no provision for permanent institutions, for fixed headquarters for treaty organs or for an administrative infrastructure with secretariat functions. As originally conceived, the Antarctic Treaty was intended primarily to be a security arrangement designed to guarantee stability and cooperation in an area marked by competing territorial claims and rivalries among superpowers. In this context, there was no provision for the establishment of international institutions. Thus, rather than establish a form of international administration, the Treaty envisaged a forum of inter-governmental consultation and cooperation that would guarantee continuous and peaceful access to the Antarctic. This original intent is reflected in the rather limited number of the original parties to the 1959 Treaty: seven claimants — Argentina, Australia, Chile, France, New Zealand, Norway and United Kingdom; the two ‘quasi-claimants’ — the USA and the USSR, both asserting an inchoate title; and three non-claimants — Belgium, Japan and South Africa. The original intent is also reflected in the type of solution applied to the difficult issue of territorial claims Rather than taking a position with regard to the basis of such claims in international law, Article IV of the Antarctic Treaty preserved a status quo and foreclosed the assertion of new claims while the Treaty was in force.
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