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                                    Abstract
Entry into force of the Protocol on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty1 reinforces the sustained effort by the international community to develop a comprehensive response to the growing threats to the global environment. The entry into force comes at a time when the Antarctic Treaty System (ATS) finds itself at the crossroads of a number of challenges which will test its capability to implement an effective regime for the protection of the Antarctic environment and its dependent and associate ecosystems. These challenges include developing appropriate procedural arrangements and a stronger institutional framework which complies with the objectives of the Environmental Protocol. Given the special political and juridical status of the Antarctic, success or failure will inevitably reflect upon the performance of the ATS as a whole, hopefully by improving its internal operation as well as its external relations.
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