
    
    
    
        
            
            
                
            

            
        
    


    
        Skip to main content
        
        

        
            
                Advertisement

                

            

        

        
    
        
            
                
                    
                        [image: SpringerLink]
                    
                
            
        


        
            
                
    
        Log in
    


            
        
    


    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                        Menu
                    
                


                
                    
                        
                            Find a journal
                        
                    
                        
                            Publish with us
                        
                    
                        
                            Track your research
                        
                    
                


                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                Search
                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
 
  
   
  Cart
 


                    
                

            

        
    




        

    

        
    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            	
                        Home






	
                        Violence among the Mentally III

	
                        Chapter

Reducing Violence Risk
Diagnostically Based Clues from the MacArthur Violence Risk Assessment Study


                    	Chapter



                    	
                             pp 19–34
                        
	
                            Cite this chapter
                        


                    
                    

                    
                        
                            
                        

                    
                

                
                    
                        
                                
                                    
                                    [image: Book cover]
                                
                                
                                Violence among the Mentally III
                        
                        
                    
                

            
        
    

    

    
        
            

            
                
                    
                        
                            	John Monahan3,4 & 
	Paul S. Appelbaum5 


                            
    
        
            
                
                    
                

                
                    
                        Part of the book series:
                        NATO Science Series ((ASID,volume 90))
                    

                

            

        

    

                            
                            
                                
    
        	
                    
                        
                    223 Accesses

                
	
                        
                            
                        19 
                            Citations
                        

                    


    



                            

                        

                        
                    
                


                
                    Abstract
A great deal of work in mental health law has been addressed to improving the assessment of violence risk among people with mental disorder (Borum, 1996; Monahan et al., in press; Steadman et al., in press). It is clear, however, as a number of researchers have recently emphasized, that risk assessment is only the first step in dealing with violence by people with mental disorder and must be followed by effective risk reduction (Carson, 1994; Heilbrun, 1997). The clinical and empirical literatures on risk reduction have been reviewed in a number of important sources (Eichelman & Hartwig, 1995; McNiel, 1998; Quinsey, Harris, Rice, & Cormier, 1998; Rice & Harris, 1997; Roth, 1987; Wettstein, 1998). A fair summary of that literature is that mental health professionals (particularly when assisted by actuarial instruments) appear to be better at estimating an individual’s level of violence risk than lowering that estimated level of violence risk.
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