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                                    Abstract
The optimal care of surgical patients includes effective control of incisional pain. Despite advances in knowledge of pathophysiology, pharmacology of analgesics, and the development of more effective techniques for postoperative pain control, many patients do not receive adequate analgesia. The reasons for inadequate treatment are many. These include deficiencies in knowledge and skills on the parts of health care providers, patients, and those responsible for the management of health care systems, including governmental agencies. It has only recently been recognized that there are wide variations from patient to patient in the amount of pain that is experienced in response to a particular insult. There are also great differences in responsiveness to particular therapeutic approaches.
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