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                                    Abstract
The contributions of Marsilio Ficino to literature were vast but almost entirely indirect.1 There was, however, an imaginative, inventive side to his genius which is often overlooked. He composed, for example, a number of mythological fables, which are amongst the most esthetically pleasing of his writings.2 These Apologi show that Ficino commanded an immense array of classical myths, motifs, and themes; so thoroughly had he assimilated them that he could transform them into his own allegorical tales at will, charmingly, and at times playfully. Rich in allusion, they are also the work of a deliberate Latin stylist. One may compare him in these respects (though a sense of proportion must be kept) to his younger contemporary, Angelo Poliziano, whose gifts as a creator of humanistic poetry have recently been s o well analyzed by Ida Maїer.3 Ficino’s Apologi were not essentially, however, exercises in belles-lettres at a11.4 They are but one facet of the activity of this man who could claim solemnly to be the bearer of a Providentially-inspired message.5 His fables are Christian in essence, the fruit, at the same time, of his belief in a universal truth.6 In his own particular way, Ficino often shows himself the heir of the medieval exegetical tradition, finding Christian and philosophical truths under the mythological veil.7 In his moments of creation, however, he reverses the exegetical process; it is he who clothes Christian truths and philosophical concepts in outergarments borrowed from antiquity. Indeed, he goes beyond this process, fusing into an indissoluble whole classical allusions, Biblical and patristic themes and images to an extent which inclines modern readers, still heirs, to a degree, of the tradition of a “pagan” Renaissance, to overlook the underlying Christian doctrine.
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