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The Antarctic climate is so severe that, apart from two species of flowering plants, terrestrial vegetation is restricted to lichens and mosses (Holdgate 1977) lithic algae (Friedman and Ocampo 1976; Friedman 1977, 1978) and soil algae (Kol 1970; Cameron 1972). Only in the lakes, where organisms are protected from the extremely low temperatures, low humidity, sand abrasion, and freeze-thaw cycles, does life flourish. Nevertheless, although Antarctic saline lakes do support algae and other organisms, and although their populations may be large in some lakes, the range of species is generally much smaller than in lakes of similar salinity in temperate regions.
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