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                    Abstract
Lincoln Bloomfield defined the Arctic as an area “yet largely untouched by existing or prospective international agreements” (Bloomfield 1981, 87). The Arctic he spoke about was the last unmanaged frontier. This area limited by the Arctic circle is nowadays a focus for developing of natural resources. Oil, gas and minerals as well as fisheries form the rich resource base of this area. These resources can and will be used, despite the harsh climate conditions and long distances of transportation, (see, e.g., Hoel, Karlsen and Breivik 1993, 76-81.) Although, the area is sparsely populated, the Arctic is considered to be an ecologically vulnerable area. Ecological vulnerability is due to factors such as the low temperature, limited amount of sun light and cold soils. These factors limit the capability of the environment to absorb and assimilate pollutants. For example, spills during oil production and transportation degrade slowly in these conditions. The low temperatures slow also the release of nutrients needed for new growth. Combinations of these factors makes the region vulnerable to physical and chemical disturbances. (Osherenko and Young 1989, 113-116.) Because of the growing pressures to develop and exploit the region’s natural resources, the issue of resource management has become more important than ever.
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