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                                    Abstract
Denmark is often called the oldest existing kingdom of the world and indeed it has a well documented histoiy as a kingdom since the year 800. For many years Denmark — besides her own 44000 km2 — included comprehensive territories and was the big Nordic power in Europe, including the present Norway, Sweden, Greenland, the Faroe Islands, the Hebrides, the Orkneys, Iceland and the North of Germany. When Norway became part of Denmark in 1380, Iceland, the Faroe Islands and Greenland which were a sort of Norwegian Crown dependencies also became part of the Danish Realm. From about year 1550 Denmark began to diminish as Sweden became a kingdom and as in 1814 — after the Napoleon war — Norway no longer was part of the Danish Realm. However, Iceland, the Faroe Islands and Greenland continued to be part of the Danish Realm, mainly because the Danish king achieved absolute power in 1660 and the Faroe Islands, Iceland and Greenland came directly under the king, Greenland with a colonial status.
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