
    
    
    
        
            
            
                
            

            
        
    


    
        Skip to main content

        
        

        
            
                Advertisement

                

            

        

        

    
    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                    
                
            
        


        
            
                
    
        Log in
    


            
        
    


    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                        Menu
                    
                


                
                    
                        
                            Find a journal
                        
                    
                        
                            Publish with us
                        
                    
                        
                            Track your research
                        
                    
                


                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                Search
                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
 
  
   
  Cart
 


                    
                

            

        
    






        
            
                
                    
                        
                    

                
                
                    



Second International Handbook of Educational Change pp 383–396Cite as






                

                
    
        
            	
                        Home



	
                        Second International Handbook of Educational Change

	
                        Chapter


                                Educational Change in Chile: Reform or Improvements? (1990–2007)

                                	Beatrice Avalos5 


                                	Chapter
	First Online: 01 January 2010



                                
                                    
    
        
            	
                        8043 Accesses

                    
	
                            1
                                Citations

                        


        

    



                                


                                
    
        
            Part of the book series:
            Springer International Handbooks of Education ((SIHE,volume 23))
        

    

                                
                            

                        
                        

                            
                                
                                    Abstract
Very soon after Michelle Bachelet, the new president of Chile, took office in 2006, secondary public school students went out onto the streets to protest. Initially, their complaints had to do with specific issues such as free bus tickets on weekends, but gradually the movement became a more serious call to improve education in the public school system including private subsidised schools. They had many complaints, but underlying them all was the notion that large numbers of young people in public schools lacked the opportunities open to the affluent groups who attend the private school system. The student movement gained support from the public, and from many organisations such as the Teachers Union, political groups and university students, as well as private school students who perhaps recognised their own privileged situation. The impact of this massive protest may have come as a surprise. The purpose of the chapter is to discuss changes that have taken place in education, their focus, their achievements and tensions involved in the process of trying to improve the education system, what are effectively to be considered an improvement and what is still lacking.
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                            Notes
	1.This is a controversial issue as municipalities find themselves very limited in their possibilities of selecting good teachers while others considered less competent remain in post. Thus there has been a longstanding demand from municipalities and the political opposition to change or eliminate the Teachers Statute.


	2.For example, the secondary (and much of primary) teacher initial education that had traditionally been offered at university level was demoted to tertiary non-university level and then again restored to its former position towards the end of the military government. This, as well as low status, salary and working conditions of teachers deterred qualified school graduates from pursuing teaching as a profession.


	3.For an account of this programme see Avalos (2005).


	4.Thus instead of each school getting a score for each subject measured which compares with scores of other schools and the mean score, results will be reported against two standards or learning levels each with a description of what the level means.
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