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The Barents Sea occupies 1.405 million square km between the coast of North Norway, Svalbard, Novaja Semlja and the Murman Coast. The greater portion of the sea occupies depths ranging from 200 to 400 m, with a mean depth of 229 m. Due to the warm Atlantic waters continually flowing into the sea from southwest, the southwestern part of the Barents Sea never freezes to ice, and the northern and eastern parts are ice-free for part of the year.
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