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                    Abstract
Nutrient input through precipitation is noticeable particularly in ombrotrophic habitats such as the oligotrophic IBP sites dominated by lichens at Hardangervidda, Norway and at Kevo in Finland; these sites are scarcely affected by minerals in ground water. The ombrotrophic nutrition is also typical of the Swedish IBP mire area at Stordalen (Sonesson et al., 1975). There are, however, also minerotrophic patches in the latter area, which are characterized by some indicator plants (Sonesson and Bergman, 1972). The micro- and macronutrients in precipitation restore a balance to the ecosystem, and affect the production and composition of vegetation. The macronutrients N, K, Ca, and Mg in precipitation have been analyzed for at all the IBP sites mentioned above. Further, phosphorus levels have been measured at Kevo and Stordalen.
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