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Bacteria are found in substantial numbers at all the tundra sites investigated despite low values which favor the growth of fungi compared to bacteria. Low oxygen concentrations have an inhibiting effect on most fungi, while many groups of bacteria grow well under microaerophilic and anaerobic conditions, which are common in waterlogged milieus like peat. When plant production exceeds the rate of decomposition and removal, organic material accumulates, often in the form of peat. The presence of peat is thus an indication of low activity on the part of the soil microflora.
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