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                                    Summary
The warmest part of the Sangamon Interglaciation corresponding to the oceanic oxygen isotope substage 5e is represented either by warm-climate organic remains, soils, or a hiatus in sedimentation. In any case, the overlying sedimentary or pedogenic record suggests oscillatory fluctuations of cool to cold climate. Which of the cold climate episodes correspond to the oxygen isotope substages 5d, 5b, or Stage 4, is hard to determine because of the absence of reliable and/or consistent absolute dates. Therefore several possible correlations are discussed.
In the area along the southeastern margin of the Laurentide ice sheet, from the ‘Driftless area’ west of Great Lakes to the Atlantic Ocean, the climatic optimum of the Sangamon Interglaciation was warmer and probably also dryer than the present.
The Laurentide ice sheet began to grow in northeastern Labrador, possibly already during the oxygen isotope substage 5d, but its expansion southwestward was slow, with several oscillations, reaching the western Great Lakes during the oxygen isotope Stage 4.
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