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                                    Abstract
Assessment of the likelihood of risks to crop productivity, humans, livestock, and wildlife from potentially toxic elements in sewage sludge applied to land (and other metal sources such as fertilizers, manures, and stack emissions) requires a knowledge of the potential for transfer of each element from the sludge or sludge-soil mixture to crops and to animals (including humans) which ingest sludge, sludge-soil mixtures, or crops grown on the sludge-amended soil, including the bioavailability of the element as ingested. Great progress has been made in characterizing the potential for excessive food-chain transfer of potentially toxic elements, and the risk of reducing soil fertility due to metal toxicity.
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