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                    Abstract
In the great majority of patients trigeminal neuralgia is idiopathic; i.e. usually no underlying anatomical cause can be identified after a thorough search. This idiopathic form is characterized by: brief paroxysms of severe pain confined to one or more divisions of the trigeminal nerve, lack of objective evidence of motor or sensory deficit of the involved nerve, common occurrence of trigger zones and trigger mechanisms and unpredictable remissions and exacerbations of pain.
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