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                    Abstract
The overall goal of radiation therapy is to inflict maximum radiation damage in the volume to be treated (target) and to minimize that damage to any non-target tissue. This chapter is a short overview of the principles of physics and technology that are employed in external beam radiation therapy to achieve a high degree of conformity between the total irradiated volume and the target volume. These principles are described in the context of treating tumors of the central nervous system.
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