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The role of ultraviolet radiation (UVR) on (sub)polar aquatic food webs received considerable attention over the past two decades since the polar regions are the areas most affected by ozone depletion. These areas are also important fish grounds and the fish yield is determined by the efficiency in the transfer of carbon and energy through the lower trophic levels to fish. Although the absolute fluence rates of UVR are lower in polar regions than in the tropics, the communities inhabiting these waters are exposed to highly variable radiation conditions ranging from almost complete darkness for months to almost continuous UVR exposure during summer.
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