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                                     Abstract
When studying the constitutional choice of European voting rules, most power index analyses concentrate on member states’ relative decisiveness for forming winning coalitions in the Council of Ministers. These studies have two shortcomings: (a) They ignore the distribution of relative power between the Commission, the Council of Ministers and the European Parliament, as defined by the multi-cameral European legislative procedures. (b) They disregard the absolute notion of power, which is dependent on the inclusion of member states in winning coalitions under various voting rules. In this article we present our approach on member states’ constitutional choice of European voting rules with regard to the two notions of power: actors’ relative decisiveness and their absolute inclusiveness in decision making. We present an index to measure inclusiveness and apply our concept to the European multi-cameral legislature. On the basis of our study, we present a reasoned account of motives behind member states’ recent institutional reforms of legislative procedures.
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                             Notes
	1.EU legislative sets of winning coalitions require consent among all relevant voting bodies and thus depend on the solution of the coalition problems at the subgame level. Winning coalitions of the bicameral standard procedure require the consent of the Commission and of the Council referring to unanimity, simple or qualified majority subgames of member states. The semi-tricameral cooperation procedure includes the EP in EU legislation in one out of two sets of feasible winning coalitions: the first set encompasses the Commission and all member states, the second set consists of coalitions comprising the Commission, more than 62 Council votes and at least half of the EP votes. The latter set of winning coalitions is also feasible under codecision procedure, but in this case the second set combines the unanimous member states with at least the absolute majority of EP votes. Since the Commission no longer has the right to withdraw its proposal when Council and Parliament conciliate their views in the second reading of the codecision procedure, the Commission can be excluded. Hence, under codecision procedure the EP holds the same position as the Commission under cooperation procedure. In this respect, both combinations of the two sets of winning coalitions install a semi-tricameral system: either the EP or the Commission can be excluded from EU legislation.


	2.For any coalition \( {\text{S}} \) of the actor set \( {\text{N}} \), \( {\text{v}}\left( {\text{S}} \right) = 1 \) if \( {\text{S}} \) is winning, and \( {\text{v}}\left( {\text{S}} \right) = 0 \) if \( {\text{S}} \) is losing, where \( {\text{v}} \) represents the characteristic function; \( {\text{v}} \) is monotonic if \( {\text{v}}\left( {\text{S}} \right) \ge {\text{v}}\left( {\text{T}} \right) \) for any \( {\text{S}} \supseteq {\text{T}} \).





 References
	Achen, C.H. (1995). How Can We Tell a Unitary Rational Actor when We See One? Paper prepared for presentation at the annual meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago.

                        Google Scholar 
                

	Attina, F. (1990). The voting behavior of the European Parliament Members and the problem of Europarties. European Journal of Political Research,
                5, 557–579.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Barry, B. (1989). Theories of justice: a treatise on social justice. London: Harvester-Wheatsheaf.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Banzhaf, J. F. (1965). Weighted voting doesn’t work: a mathematical analysis. Rutgers Law Review,
                19, 317–343.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Brams, S. J. (1975). Game theory and politics. New York: Free Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Brams, S. J. (1976). Paradoxes in Politics. New York: Free Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Brams, S. J., & Affuso, P. (1985). New paradoxes of voting power on the EC council of ministers. Electoral Studies,
                4, 135–139.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Bräuninger, T. (1996), Die Modellierung von Entscheidungsverfahren internationaler Organisationen am Beispiel der Meeresbodenbehörde. Teilnahme-, Mitwirkungs- und Durchsetzungschancen in einem institutionalisierten Regime (unpublished thesis), Mannheim: University of Mannheim.

                        Google Scholar 
                

	Buchanan, J. M., & Tullock, G. (1962). The calculus of consent: logical foundations of constitutional democracy. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Coleman, J. S. (1971). Control of collectivities and the power of a collectivity to act. In B. Lieberman (Ed.), Social choice (pp. 269–299). New York: Gordon and Breach.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Dubey, P., & Shapley, L. S. (1979). Mathematical properties of the Banzhaf power index. Mathematics of Operations Research,
                4, 99–131.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Fischer, D., & Schotter, A. (1978). The inevitability of the paradox of redistribution in the allocation of voting weights. Public Choice,
                33, 49–67.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Garrett, G., & Tsebelis, G. (1996). an institutional critique of intergovernmentalism. International Organization,
                50, 269–299.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Garrett, G., McLean, I., & Machover, M. (1995). Power, power indices and blocking power: a comment on Johnston. British Journal of Political Science,
                25, 563–568.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Hosli, M. O. (1993). Admission of European free trade association states to the European community: effects on voting power in the European community council of ministers. International Organization,
                47, 629–643.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Jacobs, F., Corbett, R., & Shackleton, M. (1992). The European Parliament. London: Longman.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Johnston, M. (1994). The European council. Oxford: Westview.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Johnston, R. J. (1995). The conflict over qualified majority voting in the European Union Council of ministers: an analysis of the uk negotiating stance using power indices. British Journal of Political Science,
                25, 245–288.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Koehler, D. H. (1990). The size of the Yolk: computations of odd and even-numbered commit-tees. Social Choice and Welfare,
                7, 231–245.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	König, T. (1997). Europa auf dem Weg zum Mehrheitssystem? Gründe und
                Konsequenzen nationaler und parlamentarischer Integration. Opladen: Westdeutscher Verlag.

                        Google Scholar 
                

	König, T., & Bräuninger, T. (1996). Power and political coordination in america and german multi-chamber legislation. Journal of Theoretical Politics,
                8, 331–360.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	König, T., & Bräuninger, T. (1998). The inclusiveness of European decision rules. Journal of Theoretical Politics,
                10, 125–141.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Lane, J.-E., Mæland, R., & Berg, S. (1995). The EU parliament: seats, states and political parties. Journal of Theoretical Politics,
                7, 395–400.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Ludlow, P. (1991). The European Commission. In R. O. Keohane & S. Hoffman (Eds.), The new European community: decision making and institutional change (pp. 85–132). Boulder, Col.: Westview.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	McKelvey, R. (1979). General conditions for global intransitivities in formal voting models. Econometrica,
                47, 1085–1112.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Nurmi, H. (1987). Comparing voting systems. Dordrecht: Reidel Publishing.
Book 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Schneider, G. (1995). The limits of self-reform: institution-building in the European Union. European Journal of International Relations,
                1, 59–86.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Shapley, L. S., & Shubik, M. (1954). A method for evaluating the distribution of power in a committee system. American Political Science Review,
                48, 787–792.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Shelley, F. M. (1986). Voting power in municipal annexation elections. Quality and Quantity,
                120, 257–260.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Spence, D. (1994). Structure, functions and procedures in the commission. In G. Edwards & D. Spence (Eds.), The European Commission (pp. 92–116). Essex: Longman.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Steunenberg, B. (1994). Decision making under different institutional arrangements: legislation by the European community. Journal of Institutional and Theoretical Economics,
                150, 642–669.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Tsebelis, G. (1994). The power of the European Parliament as a conditional agenda setter. American Political Science Review,
                88, 128–142.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Usher, J. (1994). The commission and the law. In G. Edwards & D. Spence (Eds.), The European ommission (pp. 146–168). Essex: Longman.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wessels, W. (1991). The EC council: the community’s decision-making center. In R. O. Keohane & S. Hoffman (Eds.), The new European Community: Decision-making and Institutional Change (pp. 133–154). Boulder, Col.: Westview.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Westlake, M. (1994). The commission and the parliament. London: Butterworths.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Widgrén, M. (1994). Voting power in the EC decision-making and the consequences of two different enlargements. European Economic Review,
                38, 1153–1170.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




 Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	University of Mannheim, 68131, Mannheim, Germany
Thomas König & Thomas Bräuninger


Authors	Thomas KönigView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Thomas BräuningerView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                Thomas König .


 Editor information
Editors and Affiliations
	Institute of SocioEconomics, Department of Economics, University of Hamburg, Von-Melle-Park 5, Hamburg, 10146, Germany
Manfred J Holler 

	Department of Political Science and, Contemporary History, University of Turku, Assistentinkatu 7, Turku, 20014, Finland
Hannu Nurmi 




 Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


 Copyright information
© 2013 Springer-Verlag Berlin Heidelberg


 About this chapter
Cite this chapter
König, T., Bräuninger, T. (2013).  Decisiveness and Inclusiveness: Two Aspects of the Intergovernmental Choice of European Voting Rules.

                     In: Holler, M., Nurmi, H. (eds) Power, Voting, and Voting Power: 30 Years After. Springer, Berlin, Heidelberg. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-35929-3_9
Download citation
	.RIS
	.ENW
	.BIB

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-35929-3_9

	Published: 19 March 2013

	
                            Publisher Name: Springer, Berlin, Heidelberg

	
                                Print ISBN: 978-3-642-35928-6

	
                                Online ISBN: 978-3-642-35929-3

	eBook Packages: Business and EconomicsEconomics and Finance (R0)


Share this chapter
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                                Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                            







 Publish with us
Policies and ethics



                            
                            
    

                        

                    
                
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            Access via your institution
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        
                                    

                                
                            
                        
                        
                            
                        


                        
                            
                        


                        
                            

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
 
  
   Buying options

   
    
     	
       
        Chapter
      
	
       
        USD   29.95
       

      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


             
      	Available as PDF
	Read on any device
	Instant download
	Own it forever

Buy Chapter
     

    

    
     	
       
        eBook
      
	
       USD   129.00
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Available as EPUB and PDF
	Read on any device
	Instant download
	Own it forever

Buy eBook
     

    

    
     	
       
        Softcover Book
      
	
       USD   169.99
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Compact, lightweight edition
	Dispatched in 3 to 5 business days
	Free shipping worldwide - see info

Buy Softcover Book
     

    

    
     	
       
        Hardcover Book
      
	
       USD   169.99
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Durable hardcover edition
	Dispatched in 3 to 5 business days
	Free shipping worldwide - see info

Buy Hardcover Book
     

    

   

  

  
   Tax calculation will be finalised at checkout

   Purchases are for personal use only
Learn about institutional subscriptions
  

 

 
 


                                        

                                    
                                

                                

                                

                                

                            

                        

                    
                

            
    

        
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					3.90.242.245
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	





    

    
    
    


