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                    Abstract
Terminal care refers to the care of the dying patient in the last hours or days of life. Principles of care in terminal care are symptom control, avoidance of unnecessary interventions, a regular control of drugs and symptoms, continuity of regular communication, and support of relatives and carers. Clinical issues that commonly arise in the last hours of living include the management of feeding and hydration, changes in consciousness, delirium, pain, breathlessness, and secretions. All drugs necessary for symptom control must continuously be given in the terminal phase.
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