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                    Abstract
The aging of the population and better survival among patients with chronic cardiovascular disease have set the stage for a heart failure epidemic. Being a “final common pathway” for many serious cardiac conditions (1), heart failure is characterized by substantial morbidity, high case-fatality rates, and excessive utilization of health care resources. A variety of pharmacological and nonpharmacological treatments improve symptoms and survival among patients with heart failure. Many do so in a cost-effective manner. In this chapter we define heart failure, review its epidemiology and economic burden, and discuss heart failure management from the perspective of economic issues, with a focus on cost-effectiveness.
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