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Hereditary characters may be classified as qualitative or quantitative. Qualitative characters occur in populations in forms which can be objectively distinguished from each other. For instance, people belong to blood group A, B, etc.; the distribution of such characters is discontinuous. On the other hand, quantitative characters, i.e., measurable ones, are distributed on a continuous scale. Where there is no clear-cut distinction between classes of individuals, the definition of classes remains more or less arbitrary and it is always possible to find measures or individuals situated between two classes.
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