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                    Abstract
There is a line in the scientific literature of the Arctic which seems to be particularly appropriate to the theme of this meeting; it was written in 1928 by Dr. Diamond Jenness, the pioneer Canadian anthropologist who ended his work, the “People of the Twilight,” by asking:


                  “Were we the harbingers of a brighter dawn, or only messengers of ill-omen, portending disaster?”

                


This quotation seems relevant now more than ever before, as exploration and exploitation of oil and gas forces us to seek a balance between the needs of the northerners on the one hand, and the resource requirements of Canada on the other. Clearly, we are at a critical time, for within the next few years we will have to make decisions that will influence the pattern of northern development for the foreseeable future.
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