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                                    Abstract
Canada is ideally located for the comparative study of insect cold tolerance mechanisms due to its wide range in latitudes, altitudes and climatic zones. Although the high altitude insects have not been enumerated the arctic insect fauna is rich and varied, the current estimate being 1640 identified species, including Collembola and Protura (Danks, 1981). This includes representatives from about 16 different orders, thus the diversity of taxa makes the arctic region also suitable for phylogenetic studies. Table 1 is a compilation of the available data on identified species in various comparable regions of the world where low winter tempreratures and short growing seasons prevail.
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