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                    Abstract
Even though there has been more familiarity with diagnostic methods and more available information regarding etiology, Prader-Willi syndrome has remained essentially a clinical phenotype. The majority of the characteristics of Prader-Willi syndrome that delineate it from other conditions are medically related. For example, hypotonia, short stature, and cryptorchidism are all frequently reported (see Chapter 1). There are, however, several nonmedical characteristics that are reported in the literature as being associated with the syndrome. These generally fall into the areas of cognition, adaptive/maladaptive behavior, and food-related behavior.
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