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                    Abstract
The adrenal gland is composed of two separate endocrine tissues, the steroid–producing cortex and the amine– and peptide–producing medulla. The cortex develops from the coelomic epithelium and is of mesodermal origin, since it develops from the mesenchyme adjacent to the urogenital ridge (81,87,111). The medulla is of neuroectodermal origin and arises from the neural crest. The adrenal medulla, but not the cortex, is a member of the diffuse neuroendocrine system (DNS).
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