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When the sun shines on the soil surface, some of the energy is absorbed, heating the soil surface. This heat is lost from the surface through conduction to lower layers of the soil, through heating the atmosphere, and through evaporation of water. Heat transport from the surface to the atmosphere was discussed in Ch. 7. This chapter considers heat transport into the soil. Some of the results from an analysis of heat transport in soil are presented in Ch. 2 to show typical temporal and spatial patterns of soil temperature. Here we show how those equations are derived and how they depend on soil properties.
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