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                                    Abstract
Forensic taphonomy is the use of processes associated with cadaver decomposition in the investigation of crime. For example, these processes have been used to estimate post-mortem interval, estimate post-burial interval and locate clandestine graves. In recent years, significant advances have provided a better understanding of cadaver decomposition and its effect on associated soil (gravesoil). These are reviewed in the context of soil-based information. In this chapter, we consider the effect of a cadaver on gravesoil and how these processes might be used in the legal system. In addition, we attempt to introduce the idea of contrived, experimental work to forensic taphonomy.
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