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                     Abstract
The Arctic Council has committed to the conduct of an Arctic Marine Shipping Assessment. The state of Arctic climate change, the projections for ice coverage change and the nature of current marine vessel traffic in the Arctic Region indicate that there will be significant potential impacts on the marine environment from the anticipated growth of marine traffic. To address the potential impacts of this growth the Arctic Council has developed a comprehensive initiative to assess with stakeholder participation the growth and challenges to be expected from marine transportation. The Arctic Marine Shipping Assessment includes data acquisition, public and stake holder outreach, and expert analysis in relation to traffic growth, environmental challenges, risk analysis, socio-economic impacts and related matters.
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