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              Abstract
            
Boron (B) is an essential microelement for growth and development of higher plants, and Brassica napus is one of the most sensitive crops to B deficiency. In China, there are more than 6.67 million hectares of oil rapeseed distributed mainly in East, Middle and Down Stream valley of Yangtze River, and Southwest, which are deficient or seriously deficient in available B (Liu 1996). Brassica grown in these areas usually shows B-deficiency symptoms or at least yield depression without application of B fertilizer. However, there are significant differences between Brassica napus cultivars in their response to B-deficiency (James et al. 2000a, b, 2001; Hu et al. 1991, Yuan and Liu 1990, Xie and Yang 1994, Xie et al.1994). Thus, it is possible that screening for B-efficient germplasm of Brassica napus can serve to breed for cultivars better adapted to soils low in available B.
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