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Welcome to the inaugural issue of the Journal of Human
Rights and Social Work, the first human rights journal to be
led by social workers! As such, it offers the opportunity for
educators, practitioners, administrators, and students in this
and related disciplines to have a voice and to expand their
knowledge base on issues within human rights practice,
knowledge of human rights tools, and to develop skills prac-
ticing from a human rights perspective. As noted in the article
by Nadkarni and Roopashri, a Bmajor challenge that needs to
be acknowledged is the tension between traditional social
work, which tends to focus on needs-based assistance, and
social work that focuses on ensuring human dignity and lib-
erty by promoting human rights.^ Rights-based social work
approaches assert that people have the right to services, as
opposed to services being given out of generosity of the giver
(agency or state).

The International Federation of Social Workers (2014) un-
derscores that principles of human rights are central to social
work and in the USA, the 2015 Educational Policy and
Accreditation Standards (Council on Social Work Education
2015) states that social workers must be capable of advancing
human rights in their practice. Despite growing interest in
more effectively integrating human rights learning into social

work education and practice (Hokenstad et al. 2013; Libal
et al. 2014; Reichert 2011; United Nations Centre for
Human Rights 1994), the literature on integrating human
rights and social work practice is scattered and in its early
stages in most countries including the USA. Human rights is
at the core of social work, research, and scholarship and ped-
agogical leaders, practitioners, and students should be well-
trained and competent in integrating human rights tools, chal-
lenges, and practices. This journal offers an accessible and
organized forum to advance practice and training.

This journal offers an outlet for articles that support social
work as a human rights profession by bringing together
knowledge about addressing human rights in practice, re-
search, policy, and advocacy as well as teaching about human
rights, from around the globe. Our vision is to publish articles
that explore the history of social work as a human rights pro-
fession; familiarize participants on how to advance human
rights using the human rights instruments developed by the
United Nations and others; present the types of monitoring
and assessment that takes place internationally and within
the USA; demonstrate rights-based practice approaches and
techniques; and facilitate discussion of the implications of
rights-based approaches for social work practice.

To help achieve this goal, this inaugural issue features re-
flections from invited luminaries around the world who have
been actively engaged in human rights practice, in some cases
for decades. Representing five continents, these authors have
provided a variety of pieces, shedding light on this topic from
their cultural context, discussing social work and human rights
practice from their region and the challenges ahead.

Jim Ife, writing fromAustralia, states that human rights and
social work come together in two ways: social workers can
and have enthusiastically joined and contributed to broader
human rights campaigns; and in addition, they work to
achieve human rights through social work practice. He argues
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that social workers have admirably excelled as supporters but
the time is ripe to Bbring the human back into human rights.^
Ife uses examples from the Australia and around the world to
contextualize the challenges that lie ahead in integrating
rights-based practices in social work.

Moving to India, Vimla Nadkarni, the President of the
International Association of Schools of Social Work
(IASSW), and Sinha Rajendra Roopashri discuss the Indian
context of the development of human rights, both before and
after independence. They discuss both its development in so-
cial work education as well in the field, out at the grassroots
level, providing an overview of the opportunities and chal-
lenges that exist.

The article by Denison Jayasooria discusses how the
United Nation’s new Sustainable Development Goals can be
used as a framework for achieving human rights using
Malaysia as the context. He notes that the economic develop-
ment that has occurred in Malaysia in recent decades has not
been inclusive, and that social work, which traditionally fo-
cused on casework, has a great deal to offer in helping
Malaysia achieve the rights set out in the conventions it has
ratified.

The rights presented in the major international human
rights treaties represent normative, if not idealized standards,
but Visanthie Sewpaul of South Africa tackles the conse-
quences of thinking any particular set of standards or norms
as ideal. Her paper discusses the hegemony ofWestern values,
including as they relate to human rights. However, she states
that neither the West nor Bthe Rest^ should have their values
idealized, that they all have limitations, as well as commonal-
ities. She highlights the Global Agenda of social work as a
path to helping achieve human rights.

Silvia Staub-Bernasconi discusses the European context,
most particularly Switzerland and Germany. She examines
the historical context for human rights and social work, using
the work of Jane Addams as a base. She then provides exam-
ples of current struggles in Europe around human rights in-
cluding advocacy for the ratification of the European Social

Charter of Social Rights by Switzerland and research to high-
light the issues surrounding poverty in Germany. We then are
treated to an insider’s journey of human rights education and
activism by Joseph Wronka of the USA. He reflects on his
not-always-planned expedition as a social worker and human
rights activist. He shares the path leading him to his work as an
observer for IASSWat the Human Rights Council in Geneva
and discusses this work and how he and his colleagues help to
bring social work and its values to the table when discussing
human rights issues locally and globally.

Each author offers important information about how social
work and human rights are conceptualized and realized in
their country/culture, and people from all regions will find
new information that they can use to build their own work to
help achieve a world in which all people have their human
rights. We are excited to offer readers this new venue to share
information on this essential topic and hope you enjoy this
inaugural issue.
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