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EDITORIAL

JASMS Transition

I t is with mixed emotions that I announce a major transition
at the Journal of the American Society for Mass Spectrom-

etry (JASMS); in essence a changing of the guard. Michael
Gross has retired from his position as Editor-in-Chief of JASMS
after 26 years of exemplary leadership. JASMS was founded in
1990 as the society’s journal (American Society for Mass
Spectrometry). It was originally launched in a bimonthly for-
mat but expanded to monthly in 1993. Mike oversaw many
changes in the journal over the past 26 years, ranging from
different publishers to different layouts, addition of new Asso-
ciate Editors and replacement of ones moving on, and new
article formats, among others. The journal has consistently
showcased the best scientific work our society contributes,
including both fundamentals and applications of mass spec-
trometry. One special hallmark of JASMS is that it remains the
only scientific journal delivered to each ASMS member every
month with a bright red exterior that matches its action-packed
interior. Mike has served as the champion of JASMS for two-
and-a-half decades, providing strong leadership and working
tirelessly to promote the best science. He will be dearly missed.
On a bright note, Mike remains fully engaged and active in his
research program and faculty position at Washington Univer-
sity in St Louis. With his retirement from JASMS, Mike will
have even more time to dedicate to research, and we anticipate
many future submissions to JASMS from his group.

AsMikemoves onward, I am delighted to welcome the new
Editor-in-Chief, Joseph Loo. Joe has been an active member of
ASMS since 1984 (and he has attended every annual ASMS
Conference since 1984). He has served on the ASMS Board of
Directors as a Member-at-Large for Measurements and Stan-
dards (2000–2002), and he was a Co-Organizer of the 2003 and
2015 ASMS Asilomar Conferences (on Biomolecular Interac-
tions and NativeMass Spectrometry-Based Structural Biology,
respectively) and the 2008 ASMS Fall Workshop (on Protein–
Protein Interactions and Noncovalent Complexes). One piece
of trivia about Joe is that his work during his tenure on the
ASMS Board and the unfortunate events of September 11,
2001 eventually led to the historical instruments display that
Ray March initiated; the display is usually shown at the annual
ASMS Conference. (More details can be found at: http://www.
asms.org/docs/history-posters/replicas-display-case-poster.
pdf?sfvrsn=2).

Joe has served as an Associate Editor of JASMS for 8 years.
He has handled the review of countless manuscripts in the area
of peptide and protein MS, proteomics, biochemistry, and

biomedical applications, and his outstanding reputation as a
scientist, his grace in dealing with a broad spectrum of papers
(and authors), and his efficiency as an Associate Editor have
made him highly respected. A competitive selection process
led by a committee of ASMSmembers resulted in the selection
of Joe as the new Editor-in-Chief. We are extremely pleased
that Joe has accepted this challenge, and we are confident that
the journal will continue to prosper in the years ahead.

Joe Loo is a Professor in the Department of Biological
Chemistry, David Geffen School of Medicine, and in the
Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry at the University
of California, Los Angeles (UCLA). Prior to joining the faculty
of UCLA in 2001, he was a staff scientist at Pacific Northwest
National Laboratory (PNNL) and a research scientist in indus-
try (at Parke-Davis/Warner-Lambert, which became Pfizer).
He received a Ph.D. in analytical chemistry from Cornell
University with Professor Fred McLafferty. His research inter-
ests focus on the development of bioanalytical methods for
characterization of proteins and applications in the arena of
proteomics and disease biomarkers. Joe has worn many hats
during his career, and his broad perspective in the field of mass
spectrometry makes him a natural fit for assuming the leader-
ship role of JASMS. Please join me in welcoming Joe as the
new Editor-in-Chief of JASMS.

Sincerely,
Jenny Brodbelt
President, ASMS
Associate Editor, JASMS
Professor, University of Texas at Austin
Austin, TexasCorrespondence to: Jenny Brodbelt; e-mail: jbrodbelt@cm.utexas.edu
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