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We sincerely thank Dr. Benumof for his interest in our

article on the incidence, success rate, and complications of

awake tracheal intubation1 and particularly for his editorial

commentary.2 In 1,554 awake intubations occurring over

the 12 years from 2002 to 2013, we reported a year-over-

year incidence of awake intubation which was surprisingly

unchanged, together with a success rate of 98%. We

respectfully wish to clarify that the self-reported

complication rate of awake intubation was 15.7%, not the

2% quoted in Dr. Benumof’s editorial. Indeed, as

complications were self-reported in this retrospective

study, the actual rate could have been even higher.

Notwithstanding, as Dr. Benumof points out, it is likely

that few of the 239 complications (e.g., an advancing

endotracheal tube getting hung up on the larynx or

encountering blood or secretions in the oropharynx) were

especially clinically significant. As also emphasized by Dr.

Benumof, close attention to the effective application of

airway anesthesia and the judicious use of intravenous

agents may help mitigate the risk of complications and

failure of awake intubation.
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