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Today’s youth is often perceived as the first generation to take for granted the
peace and prosperity the EU has created, and even to blame the EU for their
misfortunes. It is often supposed that the young people of today do not have a
‘European heart’. If this were to be true, our futures would look very bleak.
However, this generation of young people is more European than ever.

This edition of the European View studies the path of young politics, youth’s
commitment to European society. Each generation faces its own challenges but
should be given the opportunity to build a stronger future, both for itself and for
the next generation. This intergenerational solidarity is the red thread that runs
through all of the contributions in this edition.

The financial and economic crisis has had consequences not only for the
employed, but also for the youngsters entering the labour market. The reasons
given, the lack of experience and practical skills, necessitate a reform of the
educational system to match the demands of the labour market. At the same
time, the value of education not only lies in acquiring practical skills, but also in
mastering the art of speech and philosophical thinking. This should not be
overlooked.

Moreover, young people’s talents should not be wasted and high-quality jobs
should be available to them. At the very least, the provision of opportunities to
create their own jobs and become entrepreneurs should be feasible. It takes
courage and responsibility to start your own company and it is a risk young
people are eager to take. However, they often have no access to start-up credit
and face too much bureaucracy.

Although active in society, youth participation in political parties is still very
low. New parties have been more successful in engaging with young people.
The attraction of these types of parties lies in their transparency and the promise
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of direct participation. Here, social media are one of the most popular new tools
for youth, with which they can voice their concerns and connect with like-
minded peers. For traditional parties it would be worth validating these ‘youth
factors’ in their own practices. Another proposal to stimulate young people’s
participation is to involve them at an earlier age, for example by lowering the
suffrage to the age of 16.

A better European future concerns not only the European youth, but also the
youth at its borders. Eastern European and North African young people are
demanding changes from their political elites, either via revolutionary protests
such as those in Egypt in 2011 and again in 2013, or via gradual change as
demanded by the youth movements in Belarus. These young people look to the
EU for examples. Our European experience should not disappoint them by not
providing sufficient opportunities for them or, for that matter, for our own
youth.

While political participation via the traditional political parties has decreased
over the years, it is remarkable to see that our centre–right values are still very
much present in young people’s actions. Our core values of freedom and
responsibility, human dignity, solidarity and subsidiarity remain very relevant
when looking at the often original solutions and policy options that the authors
offer for pressing issues such as unemployment and education reform.

Young people are resilient and will find ways to express themselves, but
wouldn’t it be so much better if society was shaped in such a way that young
people were offered the opportunities that they deserve? This would enable the
generations that come after us to have the same chances as previous ones.
Investing in young politics is a key element in the future preservation of our
societies.
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