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Political action does not come from a void. As policymakers and political leaders,
we are faced every day with having to choose between policy options and to
focus on certain issues rather than others. Ultimately, our role is to analyse,
prioritise and try to solve the problems faced by European citizens. It is our core
values that serve as our compass, guiding us as we move forward; and it is these
values which underpin our work.

A value system helps us, as individuals or political parties, to structure the
world around us and our responses to it. We use this ethics system to build a
political discourse grounded on beliefs which go beyond our immediate
electoral needs and the latest headline-grabbing crisis. These values extend from
our political past into our political future. Core values do not change, but how
they are reflected in political strategy must be adaptable.

This is particularly important to us as a European political party. The process
of European integration itself is based not only on the political, but also on the
moral lessons of the Second World War. The Christian Democratic values of
human dignity, freedom and responsibility, solidarity, and subsidiarity have
always been the pillars of the common institutions.

At the moment, we face mounting challenges. The economic crisis is creating
strains, and questions are being asked about the sustainability of our welfare
states. There is also the rising danger of populism in some of our Member States.
It is our responsibility as the largest political family in Europe to face up to those
who question the need for a strong European Union and who provide simple
solutions to what, in reality, are complex problems that must be dealt with
intelligently at all levels of government. We must use the latest communication
tools available and argue for what we believe in: a more united Europe that is
competitive, modern and welcoming.
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The perception of the EU as a values-based power has been one of its best
assets. It has allowed us to have an appeal that other traditional powers lack, and
it has been a key part of our influence in our neighbourhood. The expansion into
Central Europe and the peaceful transformation of these countries from
dictatorships to market-based democracies were grounded on the aspiration
to live together with common values. This is undoubtedly one of our greatest
successes, and we should always keep it in mind when dealing with the
neighbouring countries of the Eastern Partnership.

At a time of great social and institutional change in our southern
neighbourhood, we should play to our strengths and take on a positive and
respectful role. Obviously accession is not a foreseeable prospect for the Arab
Spring countries, but some of the lessons we have learned in Central Europe can
be applied in North Africa and the Middle East. This is not to say that EU
countries have no interests to defend, but rather that we are strengthened
abroad by defending these interests in a way that is compatible with our values.

Finally, in this issue of the European View, there is a reflection to be made on
the long-term prospects for the Union. The rise of a global middle class in a
multipolar world, the diffusion of state power and the growing resistance to
world governance will not make our decisions any easier in the future. Europe’s
success will depend on how we deal with the challenges of prosperity,
democracy, fairness and security. I believe that changing certain attitudes, while
maintaining the values which have served us well so far, will lead to a greater
Europe, with a key role to play in the world.

I wish you an enjoyable and inspiring read!

Wilfried Martens is President of the Centre for European Studies and President
of the European People’s Party.
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