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Virophages are a new type of satellite viruses that infect giant DNA viruses of the Mimiviridae family. Inside the shared eukaryotic host cell, virophages replicate in the cytoplasmic virion factories of their host viruses. This causes a decreased production of giant virus particles and an increased host cell survival rate. Giant viruses and virophages are embedded in a network of genetic interactions that includes transposable DNA elements, plasmids, and integrated forms of virophage genomes.
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