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I am pleased to introduce our special issue entitled
Narcissism: Psychometrics and Social Behavior. Few
would argue that Western society is currently highly
attuned to expressions of narcissism in popular and political
culture. Self-help books that offer help in coping with nar-
cissistic co-workers and significant others abound. Political
leaders display narcissistic grandstanding with surprising
regularity. Social media offer unprecedented opportunities
for narcissistic self-expression. More systematic evidence
also suggests that the personality of this generation is
more narcissistic (Twenge, Konrath, Foster, Campbell, &
Bushman, 2008), less empathetic (Konrath, O’Brien, &
Hsing, 2011), more boastful (Twenge, Campbell, &
Gentile, 2012), and less trusting (Twenge, Campbell, &
Carter, 2014) than previous generations. Thus, the papers
in this special issue provide a timely and engaging
examination of how individual differences in narcissism
can be better understood and measured and their impact
on a wide variety of social behavior- fame seeking,
volunteering, charitable donations, and prayer, just to
name a few.

The mixed bag of characteristics and motivations that com-
pose trait narcissism is clearly evident in this collection of
studies. For example, Konrath, Ho, and Zarins present evi-
dence that narcissists in some cases are more likely to engage
in some prosocial behavior, especially those that are public in

nature, but are less likely to do so if the behavior is explicitly
altruistic. Simpson, Hermann, Lehtman, and Fuller show that
narcissists are willing to report feeling guilty and ashamed
after committing a relationship transgression, but are less like-
ly to turn to God in such situations, an outcome that could be
perceived as adaptive or maladaptive depending on your view
of such behavior. Foster, Shiverdecker, and Turner provide
evidence that the Narcissistic Personality Inventory (NPI),
the most widely used measure of trait narcissism, measures
more psychologically healthy features on the lower end of the
score continuum and more antagonistic features on the higher
end.

The studies in this collection also contain a number of
intriguing and surprising findings that deserve to be ex-
plored further. For example, Brunell and Davis found that
the leadership/authority facet of trait narcissism to have the
strongest relation to the desire to retaliate after unfair treat-
ment, a finding that hints at the dark side of this more adap-
tive aspect of narcissism. Wallace, Sheiner, and Grotzinger
find that narcissists are not more or less tolerant routine
anti-social behaviors than non-narcissists, but they are
more likely report engaging in such behaviors, a finding
that points at the shifting standards that narcissists seem
to have about their own behavior. Siedor, Maples-Keller,
Miller, and Campbell found that although trait grandiose
narcissism is strongly related to hypomanic personality
overall, it was not related to its mood volatility facet, a
finding that is a bit surprising given past research regarding
narcissists’ reactions to perceived transgressions. Southard
and Zeigler-Hill found that the grandiosity subscale of the
Pathological Narcissism Inventory was positively related to
most aspects of fame-seeking, but it was unrelated to drive
to achieve fame, a dimension positively correlated in pre-
vious research using the NPI, a more well-used measure of
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grandiose narcissism. Taken together these and other find-
ings in our issue highlight the fascinating and multi-
dimensional nature of narcissism and the value of empirical
research on this popular topic.

In conclusion, I thank all the authors in this special issue for
their conscientious efforts to produce well-designed studies,
high-quality writing, and valuable mentoring to their students.
I hope you enjoy reading these papers as much as I editing them.
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