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Diego Gambetta and Steffen Hertog, Engineers of Jihad: The
Curious Connection between Violent Extremism and
Education. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2016.
$29.95. 208 pp.

Gambeta, professor of social theory at the European
University Institute in Florence, and Hertog, associ-
ate professor of government at the London School of
Economics and Political Science, find that a dispro-
portionate share of Islamist radicals come from an
engineering background, and that Islamist and right-
wing extremism have more in common than either
does with left-wing extremism, in which engineers
are absent while social scientists and humanities stu-
dents are prominent.

DerekW. Black, Ending Zero Tolerance: The Crisis of Absolute
School Discipline. New York: New York University Press,
2016. $24.95. 256 pp.

Black, professor of law at the University of South
Carolina School of Law, presents a trenchant critique
of the increasingly severe and decidedly impersonal na-
ture of school discipline in the United States. The impact
has been disproportionately felt by minority children
and those with special needs. In 2015 alone, nearly 3.1
million children were suspended or expelled. Black calls
for greater constitutional protections for these students.

Eric Metaxas, If You Can Keep It: The Forgotten Promise of
American Liberty. New York: Viking, 2016. $26.00260 pp.

Metaxas, senior fellow and lecturer at large at King’s
College, New York, offers a ringing endorsement of
American exceptionalism as both a guide and a warning

to developments that have led to deep fractures in
America’s ethnic and racial fabric. He revisits the iconog-
raphy of American liberty with vignettes and anecdotes
that strike the mystic chords of a memory that should be
heard and known by all.

Yuval Levin, The Fractured Republic: Renewing America’s
Social Contract in the Age of Individualism. New York:
Basic Books, 2016. $27.00. 262 pp.

Over a generation ago, Peter Berger and Richard
Neuhaus formulated the central thesis of Levin’s argu-
ment, that mediating institutions were disappearing re-
placed increasingly by diktats from centralized govern-
ment while a cultural endorsement of individualism
grew ever more powerful. Levin adds renewed energy
to such arguments that call for the necessity of modern-
izing American politics.

Edward W. Younkins, Capitalism and Commerce in
Imaginative Literature. Lanham, MD: Lexington Books,
2016. $120.00. 465 pp.

This anthology includes articles from twenty-eight
writers who come from a range of different disci-
plines and perspectives. The authors treat literary
texts with integrity and believe that business in all
its aspects should have a larger claim upon people’s
literary consciousness. In addition, they all value
the important role of literature in dealing with the
complexities of a capitalist culture. The works se-
lected for examination reflect the variety of philo-
sophical, political, economic, cultural, social, and
ethical perspectives that have been found over time
in American society.
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